CHAPTER II

THE LONG PARLIAMENT: FALKLAND AND "THOROUGH"

'"PHE Long Parliament met on 3rd November, 1640.
The temper of the members was vastly different from
that which had animated the House when it assembled in
the spring of the same year. " There was observed," says
Clarendon, "a. marvellous elated countenance in most of
the members of Parliament before they met together in
the House; the same men who six months before were
observed to be of very moderate tempers and to wish
that gentle methods might be applied without opening the
wound too wide and exposing it to the air, and rather to
cure what was amiss than too strictly to make inquisition
into the causes and origin of the malady, talked now in
another dialect both of things and of persons/' Some
days before Parliament assembled Pym had met Hyde
in Westminster Hall, and conferring together upon the
state of affairs had told him that " they must now be of
another temper than they were at the last Parliament, that
they must not only sweep the House clean below, but
must pull down all the cobwebs which hung in the top and
corners that they might not breed dust and so make a
foul House hereafter; that they had now an opportunity
to make their country happy by removing all grievances
and pulling up the causes of them by the roots, if all men
would do their duties, and used much other sharp discourse
to him to the same purpose, by which it was discerned that
10                                 145ms of a definitive treaty were
